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j  jf|  tion  of  the  Civil  Service  of  Alberta,  de- 
-  5  signed  to  facilitate  personnel  manage- 
ment and  to  permit  the  maintenance  of  equitable 
standards  of  pay  will  be  completed  in  1959. 

The  survey  is  known  as  the  "Position  Classifi- 
cation Plan"  and  will  consolidate  some  10,000 
individual  positions  into  approximately  450 
classes.  Civil  Service  of  British  Columbia,  Mani- 
toba, Saskatchewan  and  the  Federal  governments 
operate  similarly. 

A  consulting  firm,  Public  Administration 
Services  of  Chicago,  was  called  upon  to  under- 
take a  preliminary  survey  of  two  government 
departments.  During  this  survey  a  staff  of  five 
Alberta  classification  technicians  were  trained 
to  carry  out  the  study  of  other  government 
departments. 


The  first  two  department  projects  lesalied  in 
reduction  of  over  fifteen  hundred  individual  posi- 
tions, embracing  five  to  six  hundred  different  job 
titles,  to  172  classes.  For  example,  hundreds  of 
clerical  positions  previously  known  as  mail 
clerks,  file  clerks,  payroll  clerks,  etc.  can  be 
classified  as  Clerk  1,  Clerk  II,  etc.  depending 
upon  duties  and  responsibilities,  requisite  qual- 
ifications and  other  factors. 


The  survey  involves  the  study  of  each  indivi- 
dual position  of  the  civil  service.  Current  incum- 
bents of  all  grades  are  required  to  complete  a 
questionnaire  regarding  their  duties.  All  com- 
pleted questionnaires  are  carefully  studied  by  the 
technicians  and  placed  into  broad  occupational 
groupings  such  as  clerical,  draughting,  engineer- 
ing etc.  These  groups  are  later  divided  into 
clearly  defined  levels  after  desk  audits  and  dis- 
cussions with  employees  and  their  supervisors. 


Ficaeiil  incumbents  and  then  supervisuia  will  be 
given  the  opportunity  to  appeal  their  classifica- 
tion. 


A  comprehensive  pav  plan  will  be  developed 
based  upon  the  classes  thus  established.  Influ- 
ence of  the  outside  labor  market  and  equality 
of  pay  within  the  service  are  taken  into  con- 
sideration in  determining  wage  and  salary  scales. 

The  classification  plan  will  increase  consoli- 
dation of  personnel  administration  of  the  pro- 
vincial Civil  Service.  One  general  salary  sched- 
ule will  applv  to  the  service.  There  are  now 
several  in  effect.  The  plan  will  also  provide  a 
broader  foundation  to  develop  other  personnel 
functions  such  as  recruitment,  testing  and  cer- 
tification, training,  promotion  and  transfer.  It 
also  provides  a  basis  for  the  development  of  a 
program  of  organization  and  methods,  and  budget 
control.  • 


$1,000,000  Grant  Base  For 

ifE  ^E  Provincial  Government  will  expand  its  program  of  student  assi- 
j  I  |  tance  to  ensure  that  no  deserving  student  in  Alberta  will  through 
L_  '.  '  'a°k  °f  money  be  deprived  of  an  opportunity  to  obtain  a  university 
education. 

The  Alberta  Department  of  Education  and  the  University  of  Alberta 
have  established  a  five-member  Committee  to  study  expansion  of  the  Gov- 
ernment's program  of  student  assistance  with  Mr.  D.  R.  Cameron,  Registrar 
of  the  Department  of  Education,  as  Chairman.  Other  members  of  the  com- 
mittee are  Dr.  A.  J.  Cook,  Director  of  Student  Advisory  Services,  and  Mr. 
George  Samuel,  Assistant  to  the  President,  representing  the  University,  and 
Mr.  E.  E.  Byron,  Director  of  Vocational  Education,  and  Mr.  S.  A.  Earl, 
Co-ordinator  of  Teacher  Education,  representing  the  Department. 


Annual  Student  Scholarships 

This  year  the  present  program  of  student  assistance  provides  $300,- 
000.00  for  bursaries  and  tuition  fees  to  teachers  in  training  at  the  Faculty 
of  Education,  a  further  amount  of  $100,000.00  in  grants  and  loans  to 
university  students,  and  $28,000.0  in  the  form  of  allowances  to  high  school 
students  who  are  children  of  deceased  and  disabled  servicemen. 

In  carrying  out  its  study  the  Committee  will  assume  that  commencing 
in  1959  one  million  dollars  annually  will  be  made  available  for  the  new 
and  enlarged  program.  The  Committee  will  consult  with  interested  organ- 
izations and  individuals  and  will  give  attention  to  the  question  of  providing 
assistance  for  high  school  students  as  well  as  students  in  various  fields  of 
vocational  training.  Also,  the  Committee  will  consider  whether  or  not  it 
would  be  advisable  to  have  the  program  administered  bv  an  independent 
scholarship  board.  A  preliminary  report  of  the  Committee's  findings  and 
recommendations  will  be  submitted  to  Cabinet  before  October  31st.  • 
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Irrigation  water  for  the  Western  Block  of  the 
Bow  River  development  is  taken  from  a  PFRA 
canal  running  from  Traverse  Reservoir  to 
Hays.  Shown  are  two  intake  gates,  one  allow- 
ing passage  of  irrigation  water  and  the  other 
completely  closed. 


One  of  the  three  largest  "Parshair'  flumes  known  in  the 
world  is  pictured  here.   Building  on  the  bank  at  left  houses 
intricate ,  instruments   which  measure   the   flow   of  water 
through  the  30- foot  "throat  width." 


Bow  River  Irrigation  Plan 
Will  Open  45,000  Acres 


More  than  10,000  cubic 
yards  of  reinforced  concrete 
were  poured  during  the  con- 
struction of  the  irrigation 
district.  Main  canal  is  thirty 
miles  long.  Seven  distri- 
butory  channels  total  375 
miles  in  length.  Pictured 
here  is  part  of  a  thirty-mile 
trunk  drain  canal  which 
diverts  excess  water  back  to 
the  Bow  River. 


The  $6,000,000  Bow  River  Irrigation  Development,  Western  Block, 
which  has  been  under  construction  since  1953  is  scheduled  to  be  completed 
this  fall.  The  project  will  serve  45,000  -  60,000  acres  of  classified  irrigable 
land. 

The  development  is  the  fifth  largest  of  15  irrigation  areas  in  southern 
Alberta.  It  is  centred  in  the  Lomond-Travers-Enchant  areas,  some  50  miles 
north  of  Lethbridge. 

The  system  is  the  second  in  Alberta  to  be  constructed  and  supervised 
solely  by  the  Water  Resources  Branch  of  the  Provincial  Department  of 
Agriculture. 

Throughout  the  planning  and  design  phases,  engineers  of  the  Water 
Resources  branch  worked  in  close  co-operation  with  PFRA  officials. 

Water  for  the  development  is  taken  from  a  main  PFRA  canal  running 
from  the  Travers  reservoir  to  Hays.  This  water  is  originally  diverted 
from  the  Bow  River  near  Carseland  into  Lake  McGregor  and  the  adjoining 
Travers  Reservoir. 

30-Mile  Canal 

The  main  canal,  thirtv  miles  long,  takes  the  irrigation  water  from 
the  PFRA  canal  and  feeds  it  to  seven  distributory  channels  totalling  375 
miles  in  length.  There  is  also  a  thirty-mile  trunk  drain  canal  back  to  the 
Bow  River. 

The  project  involved  moving  some  seven  million  cubic  vards  of  earth. 
Seventy  precast  concrete  bridges  were  built  and  some  10,000  cubic  yards 
of  reinforced  concrete  poured.  Also  used  in  construction  were  one  million 
board  feet  of  untreated  lumber  and  an  additional  one-quarter  million  board 
feet  of  treated  lumber. 

Approximately  600  quarter-sections  of  land  can  be  irrigated  in  the 
area,  where  about  180  farms  are  being  operated  at  the  present  time.  In 
addition  to  the  600  quarters  under  irrigation,  about  400  "dry"  quarters 
will  derive  benefits  from  the  program. 

Produce  Feed 

Most  of  the  irrigated  land  is  expected  to  be  devoted  to  the  raising 
of  feed  for  cattle  and  specialized  grass  seed.  Alfalfa,  tame  hay  and 
irrigated  pasture  will  take  up  a  large  percentage  of  irrigated  deeded 


lands.  There  may  also  be  grown  some  specialized  crops  as  corn,  peas, 
beans,  sugar  beets,  etc.  Crown  land  will  be  colonized  gradually  to 
provide  settlers  with  an  economic  irrigable  unit.  Private  holdings  presently 
range  from  a  quarter-section  to  five  sections.  Wheat  has  been  the  major 
crop  grown  on  cultviated  land  to  this  time. 

While  the  development  of  the  Western  Block  is  not  scheduled  for 
final  completion  until  November,  some  areas  in  the  district  were  irrigated 
last  year. 

Main  canals  in  the  project  vary  in  size  from  16  to  40  feet  bottom 
width.  Average  depth  is  nine  feet.  Distributory  canals  vary  in  bottom 
width  from  two  to  twenty  feet.  Main  canal  has  a  carrying  capacity  of 
1,150  cubic  feet  per  second. 

Unique  Flume 

Unique  feature  of  the  Bow  River  project  is  a  "Parshall"  flume, 
designed  to  measure  the  amount  of  water  going  through  the  main  canal. 
Automatic  instruments  measure  the  flow  of  water  through  the  30-foot 
"throat  width."  The  flume  is  the  largest  one  of  its  kind  known  to  be 
constructed  in  North  America.  There  are  two  others  of  comparable  size 
known  in  the  world,  one  in  China,  and  another  in  India.  All  other  struc- 
tures in  the  project  are  calibrated  to  permit  measurement  of  the  flow  of 
water. 

Radio  Control 

Management  and  control  of  the  new  irrigation  district  has  been  aided 
considerably  by  the  installation  of  a  radio  control  communications  svstem. 
The  manager  of  the  whole  district  can  be  in  constant  contact  with  "water 
masters"  supervising  small  areas  and  "ditch  riders"  or  field  men.  The  system 
would  be  of  invaluable  aid  in  the  event  of  an  emergency  such  as  a  sudden 
cloudburst.  Irrigation  water  could  be  routed  in  such  a  manner  as  to  prevent 
possible  serious  damage  to  crops  by  over-flooding.  The  communications 
system  has  seven  mobile  units  operated  from  one  base  station.  Range 
is  fifty  miles. 

The  ultimate  potential  of  the  Bow  River  Development  is  extensive. 
If  further  development  is  undertaken  in  the  future  the  district  could  become 
the  fourth  largest  irrigation  project  in  North  America.  • 


$10,000  PRIZES  FOR  HOME  PLUS 


f  I  N  AN  endeavor  to  secure  the  best  possible 
!■  I  >  type  of  design  for  the  fifty  homes  for 
"  aged  persons  to  be  built  by  the  Provin- 
cial Government  in  the  rural  areas  of  the  Province, 
the  Government  of  Alberta  invites  residents  of  the 
Province  to  submit  a  sketch  plan  for  such  a  home. 

Cash  awards  totalling  $10,000  will  be  paid 
on  the  basis  of:  1st  prize,  $5,000.00;  2nd  prize, 
$2,500.00;  3rd  prize,  $1,000.00;  4th  prize, 
$500.00;  and  ten  prizes  for  $100.00  each  for 
features  contained  in  a  plan  not  necessarily 
selected  for  one  of  the  first  four  awards. 
Requirements 

The  plan  required  is  for  a  one-storey  build- 
ing costing  approximately  $20,000.00  when  land- 
scaped, furnished  and  ready  for  occupancy.  The 
cost  does  not  include  the  cost  of  the  land. 

The  plan  must  contain  provision  for  all  services 


necessary  to  provide  for  the  comfort  and  phvsical 
well-being  of  fifty  ambulatory  aged  persons  of 
both  sexes  and  must  contain  the  following: 

1.  Bedrooms  designed  for  double  occupancy,  with 
a  limited  number  for  single  occupancy; 

2.  Bathing  and  toilet  facilities  for  fifty  elderlv 
persons; 

3.  Room  for  residents  to  meet  visiting  friends 
and  relatives  with  some  degree  of  privacy. 

4.  Kitchen  and  dining  facilities  for  fiftv  residents; 

5.  Communal  and  recreational  area; 

6.  Provision  for  occupational  therapy  pursuits 
for  both  sexes,  with  detail  as  to  layout; 

7.  Suite  for  supervising  matron; 

8.  Administrative  Office; 

9.  Laundry  facilities  for  the  residents  to  wash 
personal  belongings. 

Sketch  plans  need  not  necessarily  meet  archi- 


tectural standards,  but  should  be  drawn  to  scale 
of  l/8th  inch  to  the  foot,  with  any  detail  layout 
to  scale  of  1/2  inch  to  the  foot.  All  signatures 
should  be  so  placed  as  to  be  readily  masked 
without  concealing  any  of  the  plan  detail. 

The  winning  plans  and  features  will  be  chosen 
on  merit  by  a  panel  of  judges  whose  decision 
will  be  final. 

All  award  winning  plans  and  features  become 
the  exclusive  property  of  the  Government  of 
Alberta. 

The  Government  is  not  bound  to  use  any 
winning  sketch  plan  or  feature  in  the  preparation 
of  the  final  architect's  working  plan  but  mav 
vary  any  plan  or  combine  or  vary  any  award 
winning  feature  or  plan  so  that  the  best  possible 
design  will  be  achieved. 

All  sketch  plans  should  be  sent  to  the  Minister 
of  Public  Welfare,  Room  303  Administration 
Building,  Edmonton,  Alberta.  To  be  eligible  for 
any  award  a  plan  must  be  delivered  or  postmarked 
not  later  than  Saturday,  November  15th,  1958.  • 
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Millions  Will  See  New  Film 
Publicising  Alberta  Fishing 

Publicising  Alberta  as  a  family  holiday  paradise  is  a  new  14-minute 
full  color  movie  "Fishing  the  Foothills  Province"  just  released  by  the 
Department  of  Economic  Affairs. 

The  film  features  family  angling  to  be  found  within  Alberta. 
Scenes  are  from  Lac  la  Biche  and  the  Owl  River,  famed  for  its  pickerel 
runs;  Jackfish,  Baptiste,  Moose,  Star  and  Cold  Lakes,  Jasper  and  the 
Highwood  River. 

Fifty  prints  of  the  new  movie  are  being  distributed  in  the  United 
States  by  the  National  Film  Board  of  Canada.  There  are  fifteen  prints 
available  for  local  or  Alberta  showings. 

The  Film  and  Photographic  Branch  of  the  Department  of  Economic 
Affairs  produced  the  film. 


New  License  Testing  Offices 
Will  Assist  Road  Safety 

A  further  step  towards  improving  the  safetv  of  drivers  has  been  taken 
with  the  opening  of  12  additional  examination  centres  in  the  Province, 
effective  immediately.  This  brings  the  number  of  Driver  Examination 
Centres  to  59. 

New  Examination  Centres  have  been  opened  at:  Barrhead,  Bow  Island, 
Cardston,  Edson,  Evansburg,  Foremost,  Jasper,  Mayerthorpe,  Oyen, 
Vauxhall,  Vulcan,  Warner. 

New  headquarters  have  been  located  at  Lethbridge  and  Medicine  Hat 
and  Resident  Examiners  have  been  posted.  Full  coverage  of  the  Province 
is  now  in  effect  with  the  one  exception  of  a  small  area  around  McMurray. 
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REDUCED  peril  to  boatmen  in 
windy  weather,  and  saving  in 
time  and  money,  was  effected 
at  Lac  La  Biche  recently  through  some 
expert  demolition  work  b)  the  explosiv< 
experts  of  the  Alberta  Government's  De- 
partment of  Lands  and  Forests. 

The    "Little    Ripple    Rock"  blast 
cleared  a  channel  through  a  causeway 
projecting  from   Big  Island.  The  new 
navigation   route  saves   an   eight  mile 
jaunt  around  the  end  of  the  island  for 
-weather  navigation  for  small  boats. 
The  blasting,  which  used  150  pounds  of  high  velocity  dynamite, 
removed  350  cubic  yards  of  earth  and  rock.  This  left  a  channel  approx- 
imately 15  feet  wide  at  water  level,  some  18  feet  deep  and  50  feet  long. 
Depth  of  water  in  the  channel  this  year  average  five  feet. 

The  men  of  the  Fish  and  Game  branch  are  no  strangers  to  explosive 
work.  Almost  all  are  frequently  called  on  to  destroy  beaver  dams  and  other 
natural  obstructions.  * 


Rural  Phone  Units 
Borrow  $31,105 
From  Government 


'phones  on  rural  exchanges  feeding  into  Wetaski- 
win  are  now  dial  'phones  and  can  use  the  two- 
five  system  also. 

Thirteen  centres  in  Alberta  have  now  been 
converted  to  the  two-five  system  in  keeping  with 
a  national  program  for  long  distance  toll  dialing. 
Other  changes  will  be  gradually  incorporated 
throughout  the  next  year.  Exchanges  changed 
include  Banff,  Beiseker,  Medicine  Hat,  Rose- 
bud, Lethbridge,  Tilley,  Wetaskiwin,  Brooks, 
Calgarv,  Delia,  East  Coulee,  Drumheller,  Duchess 
and  Coaldale.  • 


Egg  Market 
Plan  Rejected 
for  Second  Time 

For  the  second  time  in  two  years,  Alberta 
egg  producers  rejected  formation   of  an 


Ukrainian  language 
is  New  Subject  for 
Alberta  Classes 

Two  courses  in  Ukrainian  language  and 
grammar  will  be  offered  as  optional  subjects  to 
Alberta  senior  high  school  students  effective  Sep- 
tember, 1959,  according  to  an  announcement  by 
the  Department  of  Education. 

The  subjects  will  be  offered  as  options,  on 
the  same  basis  as  Latin,  French  and  German. 
Ukrainian  20  will  be  offered  in  Grade  eleven  and 
Ukrainian  30  in  Grade  twelve.  Departmental 
examinations  in  the  latter  will  be  conducted  in 
June,  1960. 

The  School  Book  branch  of  the  Department 
of  Education  will  stock  suitable  texts  and  refer- 
ence books  prior  to  March,  1959.  A  survey  will 
be  taken  later  this  year  throughout  the  second- 
ary school  system  to  estimate  enrolment  and 
determine  the  number  of  teachers  competent  to 
offer  instruction  in  Ukrainian.  • 


A  total  of  $31,105  has  been  loaned  to  Alberta 
Rural  Mutual  Telephone  Companies  through  the 
Provincial  Government's  $500,000  rural  tele- 
phone revolving  loan  fund  established  in  October, 
1957. 

The  fund  was  established  to  aid  co-operatives 
in  repair  and  capitalization  costs. 

At  the  present  time  there  are  914  mutual 
telephone  companies  operating  in  Alberta.  Sixty- 
five  were  formed  in  1957  and  an  additional  46 
are  in  the  process  of  formation.  A  total  of  28,807 
subscribers  are  served  by  the  co-operatives. 

Majority  of  the  rural  companies  had  their 
inception  during  the  1930's  when  Alberta  Gov- 
ernment Telephones  discontinued  its  rural  serv- 
ices. Funds  for  the  majority  were  raised  through 
sale  of  shares. 

Through  the  rural  telephone  revolving  fund, 
co-operative  companies  may  now  borrow  up  to 
75  per  cent  of  their  capitalization. 

All  rural  company  lines  are  connected  to 
Alberta  Government  switchboards.  AGT  officers 
are  available  to  advise  mutuals  on  capitalization 
structure,  route  planning,  selection  of  materials 
and  other  points. 

At  July  15  there  were  316,956  telephones  in 
Alberta  connected  to  the  AGT  system.  These  in- 
cluded all  mutual  subscribers,  the  City  of  Ed- 
monton system  and  all  AGT  operated  lines. 

The  Alberta  Government  Telephones 
Wetaskiwin  exchange  was  the  latest  to  be  con- 
verted from  manual  to  automatic  exchange  and 
two-five  (two  letter,  five  number)  numbering.  All 


iigg  Marketing  rJoarcl  m  a  plebiscite  con- 
ducted by  the  Alberta  Department  of 
Agriculture. 

In  the  latest  plebiscite,  Aug.  5-30,  a 
total  of  15,301  of  26,410  eligible  voters 
cast  ballots.  Eligible  voters  were  those 
owning  50  or  more  laying  hens.  There  were 
10,728  votes  favoring  the  marketing  board 
and  4,573  opposing  it.  A  majority  of  51  per- 
cent of  the  total  eligible  voters  or  13,469 
favorable  ballots  was  required  to  carry  the 
plebiscite. 

This  year  only  40.62  percent  of  eligible 
voters  cast  their  ballots  in  favor  of  the  plan 
compared  with  48.41  percent  favorable  in 
the  plebiscite  of  1957. 

In  1957  nearly  62  percent  of  eligible 
voters  cast  ballots  compared  with  a  nearly 
58  percent  this  year.  • 


$6  Million  in  Loans 
To  Aid  Alberta  Schools 

Forty-eight  Alberta  School  districts,  muni- 
cipal-hospital districts  and  municipalities  have 
borrowed  a  total  of  $6,081,170  from  the  Govern- 
ment of  Alberta  in  the  six-month  period  April  1 
to  October  1. 

Loan  amounts  range  from  $8,000  to  $450,- 
000  at  five  and  three-quarter  percent  for  periods 
from  fifteen  to  thirty  years.  The  program  was 
introduced  to  aid  municipal  borrowing  following 
temporary  suspension  of  operations  of  the  Muni- 
cipal Financing  Corporation  earlier  this  year. 
The  corporation  will  resume  operations  in  1959. 

Thirtv-two  school  districts  borrowed  a  total 
of  $4,778,3500  for  school  construction.  Two  muni- 
cipal hospital  districts  borrowed  a  total  of  $350,- 
000  for  hospital  construction,  and  14  municipal- 
ities borrowed  $952,670  for  sewer  and  water 
projects.  • 
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New  Gas  Code  Provides 
Safe,  Uniform  Regulations 


A  National  Code  to  govern  the 
installation  of  gas  burning  appli- 
ances and  equipment  has  been 
established  and  will  be  made 
effective  in  Alberta.  The  Code, 
entirely  new  in  Canada,  was  dev- 
eloped over  a  two  year  period  bv 
a  Committee  representing  Provin- 
cial Governments,  the  Gas  Indus- 
try and  the  Canadian  Standards 
Association. 

More  adequate  and  explicit  re- 
quirements for  the  venting  of 
equipment  and  appliances  and  the 
provision  for  combustion  air  are 
the  major  changes  contained  in  the 
new  Code,  which  will  go  into 
effect  in  Alberta  this  Fall. 

A  15  page  section  of  the  122 
page  book  of  regulations  is  de- 
voted to  installations  for  industrial 
and  commercial  use.  This  category 
was  formerly  dealt  with  substan- 
tially the  same  as  residential  instal- 
lations. Alberta's  existing  regula- 
tions were  based  chiefly  on  United 
States  Codes  which  required  less 
stringent  protective  measures  be- 
cause of  different  building  stand- 
ards and  climatic  conditions. 


Before  the  end  of  1958,  the 
Canadian  Standards  Association 
plans  to  introduce  minimum  per- 
formance specifications  for  design 
of  appliances  and  equipment. 
Upon  adoption  by  Alberta,  no 
units  falling  short  of  the  specifica- 
tions will  be  approved  for  sale  in 
this  Province. 

The  new  installation  code  sets 
forth  minimum  requirements  appli- 
cable over  the  entire  Province. 
Local  authorities  may  add  further 
requirements  through  supple- 
mentary by-laws. 

Improved  installation  measures 
and  equipment  specifications  are 
expected  to  result  in  higher  gas 
efficiency  as  well  as  provide 
greater  public  safety.  Tradesmen 
from  most  parts  of  Canada  will  be 
familiar  with  installation  pro- 
cedures, regardless  of  where  thev 
may  be  working.  Standardized  spe- 
cifications may  also  have  the  effect 
of  lowering  manufacturing  and 
retail  prices. 

Copies  of  the  new  Installa- 
tion Code  are  available  from  the 
Gas  protection  Branch,  Depart- 
ment of  Industries  and  Labour, 
Edmonton,  or  from  eight  District 
Offices  located  throughout  the 
Province.  • 


Coming  Events 

During  the  coming  year,  Alberta  will  be  the  scene  of  many 
events  of  provincial,  national  and  international  interest.  Within  Our 
Borders  is  pleased  to  list  in  its  coming  events  column  all  of  those 
of  which  it  is  made  aware.  Information  should  be  forwarded  to 
"Within  Our  Borders",  Boom  502,  Legislative  Building,  Edmonton. 


...Edmonton 


Oct.    4        Alberta  Car  Road-eo  

Oct.  13        Canadian  Association  of  Medical 

Students  and  Internes   Edmonton 

Oct.  16-17    Alberta  Indian  Teachers  Convention  Edmonton 

Oct.  17-18    Alberta  Weekly  Newspaper  Association 


Convention 

Oct.  21-23    Associated  Hospitals  Convention.... 

Oct.  25-26    YMCA  Western  Area  Layman's 

Conference  

Oct.  27 


U.  of  A.  Convocation.. 


..Medicine  Hat 
,  Edmonton 


..Edmonton 
..Edmonton 


WITHIN  OUR  BORDERS 

"Within  Our  Borders"  is  a  publication  designed  to  acquaint  the  people 
of  the  Province  with  the  administration  of  the  Alberta  Government. 

There  are  no  restrictions  in  the  republishing  of  any  material,  but  a 
credit  line  would  be  appreciated. 

Notice  of  change  of  address  should  be  accompanied  by  the  mailing 
address  on  the  front  of  this  issue.  No  charge  is  made  for  "Within  Our 
Borders,"  and  new  readers  are  invited  to  forward  their  names  and  address: 
"Within  Our  Borders,"  Legislative  Buildings,  Edmonton. 


Know  Your  Alberta 


Church  Picture  Done 
On  Large  Moosehide 
0 


NE  of  the  earliest  mission  churches  in  Alberta's  vast  Peace  Biver 
I    district  has  been  reclaimed  from  the  wilds  and  now  stands  as  a 
lasting  monument  to  the  pioneering  missionaries  of  the  west. 


The  Boman  Catholic  church  and  a  residence  nearby  is  located  at 
Dunvegan  on  the  banks  of  the  Peace  Biver  about  50  miles  north  of  Grande 
Prairie. 

The  mission  was  built  under  the  supervision  of  Father  Grouard  in  the 
years  1883-1885.  Logs  were  cut  and  prepared  during  the  first  winter  and 
left  to  season  for  a  year  before  construction  got  under  way.  Built  by  work- 
men with  few  tools  and  no  nails,  the  broadaxe  marks  on  its  timbers,  the 
mortising  and  dowelling  speak  eloquently  of  the  patience  and  craftsmanship 
of  pioneers. 

Father  Grouard  obtained  an  undamaged,  tanned  skin  of  a  moose  from 
a  Metis  hunter  and,  in  richly  glowing  colors,  painted  on  it  a  scene  of 
Christ  on  the  Cross  with  the  Virgin  Mary  and  St.  Joseph  standing  by.  The 
painting  hung  as  an  altar  piece  in  the  church  34  years  ago,  even  when  the 
building  was  abandoned  in  favor  of  a  new  church  location  in  the  town  of 
Peace  Biver.  In  1919,  it  was  removed  to  the  new  church  in  town  but 
was  unfortunately  destroyed  by  fire  some  years  later.  A  replica  of  the 
painting  hangs  in  the  restored  mission. 

Grounds  surrounding  the  site  have  been  cleared  and  landscaped  and 
picnic  facilities  are  provided  for  visitors.  Guests  signing  the  register  have 
travelled  from  across  Canada  and  the  United  States  and  even  from 
Australia.  • 


